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Understanding the
Times

Today’s culture offers the Church a
unique challenge. It is identified as postmod-
ern and their characteristic is not to chal-
lenge the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
as has been done so much in the past. To-
day many will just say, "Yes, but that's your
truth." The issue is no longer right versus
wrong. The concept of error or wrong has
been removed from the postmodern vocabu-
lary with one exception — today it is seen as
wrong to say that someone's worldview, re-
ligion, culture, philosophy or experience is
wrong. For someone who will deny objective
truth this is one truth they will hold to fero-
ciously — try figuring that one out.

For the postmodern thinker, truth is
relative and emerges only from a particular
set of values created within a subculture. Not
only is the claim of absolute truth rejected
but those who claim to possess such truth
are seen as power mongers, only wanting to
dominate — that would be you, a typical
Christian.

So how do we, the Church, connect
with this culture with the good news of Jesus
Christ? How do we share the wonderful
truths of God’s grace with a people who will
listen but not feel challenged at all if they are
without the saving knowledge of our Lord
Jesus? Well, needless to say it is a dilemma
that the Church must address. But, we
haven't!

Following recent major events in our
country the Church has misinterpreted the
culture’s reaction. Examples: 1) the Church
thought that the tragedy of September 11,
2001 would cause a great increase in those
making professions for Christ. Nope, didn’t
happen; 2) the Church also thought that the
movie The Passion of Christ was a great
evangelistic tool and would surely bring in
the converted, but again — no. Sure there
was the increase short term but no real last-
ing increases have been seen months after.
Why?

Well, the responses to these issues
are certainly many and diverse to say the
least. But | believe we can look at two issues
that have caused our misinterpretation and
affected our connection with the culture:

1. the culture is not convinced that
Christianity is an answer that would solve
any of their issues.

2. we as Christians are so blinded
by our religious truths we can't
see the true characteristics of
the people around us. And
added to that is the fact that the
religious truths many of us live
are not something someone
searching for answers wants.

We as believers must live out a true
faith in all aspects of our lives all the time.
This culture watches for what is real and au-
thentic and we have to show them with our
very lives. We should live out a faith that
shows that the truths we hold to are not
meant to dominate but are truths which will
set one free and throughout life provide
peace, assurance and joy.

An excerpt from the book Making
Sense of Church by Spencer Burke | think

can give us a clue as to how we should ap-
proach today's world with the gospel. He
says...

“The difference between warriors
and gardeners is significant. Warriors take
territory by force; gardeners faithfully till and
water the soil. While warriors are busy at-
tacking, gardeners plant and fertilize.”

“Then there’s the matter of seasons.
While warriors press on no matter what the
elements, gardeners step back on occasion.
They know that working the soil incessantly
leads to burnout. They understand the impor-
tance of rest—of allowing a field to lie fallow
for a year in order to regenerate itself. At the
same time, however, they're also keenly
aware of the mystery of spiritual growth.
Spiritual gardening is not an exact science.
While gardeners faithfully do their part, they

Continued on page 2



Cont. frompage 1...

they experience peace knowing that God is ulti-
mately responsible for the crop.”

We the church must be more ambitious about un-
derstanding the times. The Postmodern culture will not be
converted by events or weekend crusades (decisions may
culminate at a crusade, but the work must be done long be-
fore they get there). The culture around us has to see, over
time, that this truth we speak of is truly true. We can show
that through our lives within relationships with those around
us.

So, we the Church should pick up our rakes and

hoes and work on our gardening rather than our swords and
shields; stop trying to conquer and begin tending and nurtur-

ing.

Remember our neighbors are our neighbors not our

enemies.

In His Service,

Pastor Tim

NEWS
FROM
THE
DEACONS

The Deacons of New Sterling met on March 6th at
7:00 PM. The following business items were dis-
cussed:

Three quotes have been obtained for the sanctuary
sound system. After the Properties and Maintenance
Committee study the quotes, we hope they will bring
their recommendations to the Deacons.

The New Sterling web site, www.newsterlingarp.org, iS
up and running. The dite is there to be used as a re-
source by all of New Sterling's ministries. It needs a
lot more work, so please make suggestions and com-
ments.

The key to the church office is missing. Congrega-
tional members are urged to be sure and return keys
to their proper locations.

A workday was planned for March 19th to accom-
plish the following: paint church windows (south and
east sides), pressure wash cemaent aress, clean gutters,
change air filters, repaint some parking areas, and
clean out plastic light coversin educational buildings.
(We accomplished mog of the tasks. To those who
came out and helped - Thanks again.)

ter from the website.

TVWENTY TRUTHS TO LI VE BY

1. Faith is the ability to not panic.

2. If you worry, you didn't pray. If you pray,
don’t worry.

3. As a child of God, prayer is kind of Ilike
calling hone every day.

4. Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not
be bent out of shape.

5. When we get tangled up in our problens, be
still. God wants us to be still so He can
unt angl e the knot.

6. Do the math. Count your bl essings.

7. God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts.

8. Dear Cod: | have a problem 1t’'s ne.

9. Silence is often mnmsinterpreted, but never
m squot ed.

10. Laugh every day, it’'s like inner jogging

11. The nmost inportant things in your home are the
peopl e.

12. Gowing old is inevitable, growing up is op-
tional.

13. There is no key to happiness. The door is
al ways open.

14. A grudge is a heavy thing to carry.

15. He who dies with the nost toys is still dead.

16. W do not renenber days, but nonents. Life
noves too fast, so enjoy your precious no-
nment s.

17. Nothing is real to you until you experience
it, otherwise it's just hearsay.

18. It's all right to sit on your pity pot every
now and agai n. Just be sure to flush when
you are done.

19. Surviving and living you life successfully re-
qui res courage. The goals and dreams you're
seeking require courage and risk-taking.
Learn fromthe turtle —it only nakes progress
when it sticks out its neck.

20. Be nore concerned with your character than
your reputation, because your character is
what you really are, while your reputation is
nerely what others think you are.

Amen

Please note: Theemail addressfor the newdetter is www.sterlingnews@hotmail.com. Please send informa-
tion, articlesor ideasfor the newsletter. Also please check out our website at www.newsterlingarp.org. You
can also download a copy of the newdetter from the website. All email subscribers please print your newslet-
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We would like to do some featured articles on the members of New Sterling.
Each month we will feature families, couples, senior citizens or youth. We will
pass out questionnaires for you to fill out so we can complete your article. We
will randomly pick who will be featured each month. We hope this will help us
all know more about our church family.

Frank C. Emery Sr.

fession of faith July 1993. | noved
1993 to the Od Muntain road area.
with a gift of a pecan pie and so |
byt eri an.

| joined the church through pro-
from Fayetteville, NC in June
Dr. Earl Linderman visited ne
became Associ ated Reforned Pres-

Corp in February 1943 and served
Engl and. I returned to Sharon,
April 1946 and was discharged. |
University, Chio under the d bill
the Air Force Reserve unit at Kent
a recall to active duty February
Again | was sent to England for a

| was drafted in the US Arny Ai
with the Eighth Ar Force i
Pennsyl vania, ny hone town

went to college at Kent State
of rights. I was a nenber of
State University when | received
1951 for the Korean Conflict.
tour of duty.

I was married in July of 1950 to
children, a daughter Barbara and
children when we were in England

Dorothy Jean Jones and we had two
a son Frank II1. They were small
from Septenber 1953 to Septenber

1957. From our tour of duty in Engl and we were sent to Evansville Col -
| ege, Evansville, Indiana to be on the staff of the Senior ROTC unit
there. | served five years in this assignnent. This assi gnnent
ended in 1962 and | was reas- signed to Wight Patterson Air Force

Base, OChio.

l

In 1965 | went to Vietnamfor a tour of duty at Bien Hoa Air Base and returned in the early nmonths of 1966. |

then was assigned to Charleston Air Force where | finished up ny active mlitary career 30 July 1969. I con-
tinued nmy association with the Air Force wearing the uniform of USAF teaching AFJROTC for seventeen years at the
E.E. Smith Hi gh School in Fayetteville, NC. | wore the uniform of the USAF for 38 years. After retiring from
teaching | was a Red Cross Volunteer and worked at Pope Air Force Base Medical Cinic and was presented a 6 year
pin. My whole life prior to comng to New Sterling was nilitary rel ated.

After retiring fromteaching, my wife and | traveled extensively for the next five years. We went on all Am
trak special trains each year seeing npst of the country west of the M ssissippi. In 1986 we went to see our

daughter, Barbara, husband and grandchildren when they were stationed at Branmpton Air Station, England while
Chester a Lt. Colonel in the Air Force flewwith the acrobatic team of England as a liaison officer of the USAF.

M/ wi fe passed away in January 1992. Barbara, ny daughter is a high school nurse in Texas where her husband
Chester WIlianms retired. My son, Frank, as you know married Kitzi Gray and this is the reason | relocated to
the New Sterling area. My life was changed to the extent that | never envisioned. | have three grandchildren,
Maggi e, Davis and Gray here and in Texas have three granddaughters, Kirsten, Erin and Lauren. Al of the girls
in Texas have graduated from college and are married. M association with New Sterling Church nmenbers has been
a joy. The loving and caring ways that was extended to nme was indeed overwhel m ng.

I have had the privilege of being the chairman of the Sterling Silvers for the past five years and this associa-
tion is therapeutic and just plain fun.

The Men's Bible Class has enriched my faith with nen who have accepted ne as a brother even if | was a trans-
pl anted Yankee.

A Veterans Registry was conpiled in the year 2002. I was ably assisted by Betty Sides who wanted this project
to be reflected in the Winen of the Church year book. Menmbers of the congregation responded w th enthusiasm
with nanes of the veterans. Research reveal ed veterans of the War of I|ndependence, Civil War, World War One,
World War Two, Korean Conflict, Vietnam Conflict and the last two Iraq wars. The latest edition posted in the
vesti bul e of the Lindernan Hall now totals 107 veterans. Each Menorial Day American flags are displayed on all
deceased veterans grave in our church yard.

The SARGE thanks you for letting me be a part of the New Sterling Famly. God Bl ess You All.

L. /|
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The Ken Hauck Family

where they were both born and raised) and were married

the following year on September 5, 1987. Kenneth isthe
son of Elwood and Katherine Hauck. He has five brothers and
four sisters. Upon high school graduation, Ken enlisted in the
U.S. Army for four years. Most of his time served was in Ger-
many. A job in the furniture industry brought them south over
eight years ago. He just recently started a new job with the Mi-
chael Weinig Group, Mooresville. Ken enjoys camping, golfing,
and spending time with his family.

K en and Jeannette met at carnival in Pennsylvania (near

Jeannette is the daughter of Donald and Helen Miller. She has
asister and abrother. A graduate of The Williamsport Area Com-
munity College in Computer Operations. She worked at Geis-
inger Medical Center until the birth of their second child. A stay-
at-home mom was her title for the next eight years. Jeannette is
now employed by the Iredell Statesville School System as a
Teacher Assistant and a substitute bus driver at Sharon Elemen-
tary. Her hobby is photography and she enjoys just hanging out
with family and friends.

Kurtisis a freshman at West Iredell High School. Heis ahon-
ors student and a recent recipient of an International Foreign Lan-
guage Award in German. Kurtisis also a member of the German
Club and was on the Cross Country team. He is currently on the
Warriors track team.

Kortney is afifth grader at Sharon Elementary. She has played
volleyball and basketball this year and is currently on the girls
softball team.

Jared isin second grade at Sharon Elementary. Heis affection-
ately called “Rebel” by his grandfather (since he is the only mem-
ber of the family that was born in the south).

We aso have two pets. Wendy is a boxer and Leo is a
lab/sheltie collie mix.

The Hauck’ sjoined New Sterling in February 2002.

Page 4

Clay and Pat Price

married on May 10, 1980. Pat's hometown is Hender-

sonville and Clay has always lived in Taylorsville where
they currently reside. They have three children: Fank Koch 44,
livesin Hizabeth City, NC; Juliana Bujake 42, livesin Monroe,
NC and Karen Koch 41, livesin Hendersonville, NC. They have
three grandchildren: David age 19, Jbnathan age 17 and
Courtney age 15.

Pat is a graduate of Grady Memorial Hospital School
of X-ray Technology Atlanta, Georgia. She has worked for 40
years and the lagst 23 years was at Hendersonville Orthopedic
Asociates. Clay is a graduate of NC Sate College and has
worked for many yearsfor Northwestern Bank and Riddle Con-
gruction Company as a job coordinator. They both retired and
moved from Hendersonville to Taylorsville in February 2004.
Clay came down six months earlier to build their house. They
are both working again. Clay is working at Lowes Home Im-
provement in Hickory and is working full-time. Pat works
part-time at Riendship Lutheran pre-school for fun because
sheloveschildren.

C lay and Pat Price were introduced by friends and later

At their former churchesin Hendersonville and Hick-
ory, Clay served as a Deacon for eight years and three years as
an eder. He also worked with children on Wednesday nights.
Pat taught Sunday school for many years including four and
five year olds and 1¢ and 2nd grades. S9nce joining New Ser-
ling on September 19, 2004 they became members of the
Friendship class and Men and Women's bible sudy. They help
with Nursery and Children’s church and serve on several com-
mittees. Pat isalso a member of the Dorothy Dagenhart Circle.

They travel some and their favorite place is Charles
ton, SC. They also have special pets BEnma, an Audralian
Shepard and their two cats Cassie and Andy. Clay enjoys work-
ing with his vegetable garden and Pat enjoys her computer and
spending time with Emma.

“We are s0 excited and thankful that God hasled usto
New Serling.”

THE STIRLING




Katy Blevins

Katy Blevins is a 17 year old West Iredell
High School lunior who joined New Sterling on Oc-
tober 17, 2004. She is the daughter of Bill and
Sandra Blevins of Stony Point. She was formerly a
member of New Amity ARP Church where her family
still attends. She became interested in New Sterling
by participating in our Youth Shepards activities.

Katy is active in school by being involved in
the School Council, band, chorus, and the rodeo
club. Her special interests are music, working and

spending time at home with her family and pet dog
Pepper.

Her dad has family that lives in Alabama
and has not traveled much further than there. She
enjoys visiting them because the live in a “cool”
place. Her greatest hope is to go to Wales on a
mission trip one day.

“| absolutely love New Sterling and there
isn’t another place | want to be. New Sterling is
there | belong.”

A MESSAGE FROM THE
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If
anyone serves he should do it with the strength God provides, so that
inal things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the
glory and the power forever and ever. Amen" | Peter 4:10-11

Some people, well aware of their abilities, believe that they have the
right to use their abilities as they please. Othersfeel that they have no
special talents at al. Peter addresses both groups in these verses.

Everyone has some gifts, find yours and use them.. All our abilities
should be used in serving others; none are for our own exclusive en-
joyment. Peter mentions speaking and serving. Paul lists these and
other abilities in Romans 12:6-8; 1Corinthians 12:8-11; and Ephe-
sians4:11.

The Golden Christian Circle will meet on Monday April 4 at 9:30am
with Cora Poovey and Olean Ded serving as hostess. The Dorothy
Dagenhart Circle will meet on Monday April 11 a 7:00pm with
Sheila Snyder and Pat Price serving as hostess. Peggy Gray will
have the Bible Study and Cindy McNeely will have the devotional
for both circles.

Our Jubilee Birthday Celebration will be held on Sunday April 17
with missionary speakers on that day. A specia offering will be taken
that day.

We are planning to place one more order for the New Sterling Af-
ghans. |If you would like to purchase one please let Marilyn Teague
or Virginia Brady know.

Remember, Pauline Charles
and Olean Ded have flavoring
for sale for $2.25 per bottle.

Also, please remember your
Secret Sister.

Happy Spring.

Yoursin Chrigt,
Shelby Bustle
WOC President

There will be a called meeting of the Y outh Council on Sunday,
April 3at 4:30. Thisisan important meeting. Please make plansto

attend.

Page 5
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Hereand There

Kattie Compton, Amber

Snyder and Stephanie “If you continuein my
Watts all participated in the word....you will know the
Iredell County High School truth, and the truth will make
Choral Festival held Sun- youfree” —Jesus
day, Mach 20". Stephanie
ville Senior High, States-
ville Blue and Gray Singers April 1 Judges 6-7
and_ _Kattie _and Amber April 2 Judges8-9
participated with the West
Iredell High School Cham- April 3 Judges 10-12
ber Choir. Kattie Comp- April 4 Judges 13-15
ton was chosen to go to the
All State in Greensboro, NC. She was one of five members April 5 Judges 16-18

that will attend from West Iredell...Jane Fulbright flew with
three others to Nashville, TN, for a three day computer train-
ing conference to learn a new system for her work- April 7 Ruth
place...Clifton Mauney was at baseball practice at West and . )
while pitching, was hit in the head with a practice ball and April 8 1 Samuel 1-3
knocked unconscious. He saw a doctor who checked him and April 9 1 Samuel 4-8
performed a head scan and was told he was ok, but was ad- . i
vised to sit on the bench for the next day’s game. Deter- April 10 1 Samuel 9-12
mined, he did play in that game and must be fine because in April 11 1 Samuel 13-14
the next couple of games, he hit is first career high school .

home run, over 375 feet over the center field fence! He was April 12 1 Samuel 15-17
able to get another runner in for 2 runs for the team...Taryn April 13 1 Samuel 18-20; Psalms 11, 59
Mauney went to the beach for a weekend to shop and get

April 6 Judges 19-21

away with friends from work...Frank “Sarge’” Emery is April 14 1 Samuel 21-24
going to spend a couple of months with his daughter in Texas. April 15 Psams7, 27,31, 34, 52
Hopefully, he will be back by the end of May...Ask Kelly .
Pugh about her 10 hour ride to Myrtle Beach. Don't get April 16 Psams 56, 120, 140-142
directions from her!!!..Kitzi & Maggie Emery, Cindy & April 17 1 Samue 25-27
Madelyn McNedly, Tim & Judy Watson, Derrick, Julie, .
Madison & Davey Winters saw Natalie Grant at Western April 18 Psalms 17, 35, 54, 63
Avenue Baptist Church. April 19 1 Samuel 28-31, Psalms 18,
| Chronicles 10
April 20 Psalms 121, 123-125, 128-130
April 21 2 Samud 1-4
April 22 Psams 6, 8-10, 14, 16, 19, 21
PICTURES NEEDED _ .
' April 23 1 Chronicles 3-5
We are in the process of the layout and de- April 24 Psalms 43-45, 49, 84-85. 87
sign phase of our directory and we need _ _
your help. If you have pictures of the Ladies April 25 1 Chronicles 1-2
Bible Study (or retreat), the Fall Festival, the April 26 Psadlms 73, 77-78
Auction/BBQ, Homecoming, Sunday Family . :
. ’ ’ . April 27 1Ch les6
Nights, Bonclarken work week, Christmas prf ronicies
activities or any other event, we need them April 28 Psalms 81, 88, 92-93
as soon as possible. Please see Swannie April 29 1 Chronicles 7-10

Snyder for details and lend you pictures for
use in the directory. We are working really
hard to make this a good directory and we
need your help.

L. /|
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Butch Jenkins

co o o o1 o1 0o A A W W B

| TO 14 Tony Harper
Norma Jenkins 14 Amanda Peralta
Lynn Sherer 16 Emily Walker
Aaron Mull 17 Lilia Jenkins
Emily Nash 17 Jennifer Miller
Hannah Compton 17 Anne VanZandt
Blakely Hager 18 Cody Hairyes
Edith Milholland 18 Bobby Hardin
Jo Jenkins 19 Leon Gray
Jeff Sides 19 Micki Pope
Justin Burruel 21 Lynn Pope

10 Anna Reese 24 Carolyn Byers

10 Lori Sutton 27 Scotti McCulloch

13 Cora Poovey 29 Chauncy Jordan

13 Louanne Watts

COMEDY CORNER

After church, Johnny tells his parents that he has to go and talk to the minister right away. They agree and the pastor greets the family.
“Pastor,” Johnny says, “| heard you say today that our bodies came from the dust.”

“That'sright, Johnny, | did.”

“And | heard you say that when we die, our bodies go back to dust.”

“Yes, I'm glad you were listening.  Why do you ask?’

“Well, you better come over to our house right away and look under my bed ‘ cause there' s someone either comin’ or goin'!”

COMING EVENTS April 13 6:30 Youth Shepherds & Adult Qass
April 3 Daylight Savings Time Begins . 7:30 Adult Choir ‘
9:15 Praise and Worship April 17 9:15 Praise and Worship
4:30 Youth Council Meeting Prom Breakfast
6:00 Family Night Newsletter Articles Due
7:00 Deacons Meet . 6:00 Family Night
April 4 10:30 Golden Christian Circle April 19 7500 Ladies Bible Study
April 5 7:00 Ladies Bible Study April 20 7:30 Adult Choir
April 6 6:30 Youth Shepherds & Adult Class April 22-23 30 Hour Famine ‘
7:30 Adult Choir April 24 9:15 Praise and Worship
April 8-10 Junior High Retreat . 6:00 Family Night
April 10 9:15 Praise and Worship April 26 7:00 Ladies Bible Study
6:00 Family Night April 27 6:30 Youth Shepherds & Adult Gass
7:30 Session Meet . 7:30 Adult Choir
April 11 7:00 Dorothy Dagenhart Gircle April 30 6:00 Young Adult/ Youth Qutreach
April 12 7:00 Ladies Bible Study
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New Sterling ARP Church
580 New Sterling Road
Stony Point, NC 28678

(704)872-2561 ~ Church Office
(704)929-0104 ~ Pastor Tim's Mobile
(704)871-1030 ~ Manse
wat sont r @j uno.com

Pastor: Tim R.Watson
Past or Emeritus: Dr. Earl Linder man
Secretary: Pat Caskaddon
Choir Director: Ruth Foy
Organist : Kay Flowers
Rianist: Susan Pugh
Newsletter Co-Editors: Taryn & Delinda Mauney
st er lingnews@hot mail.com

Sunday Service Time

9:15 am Praise and Prayer Time

10:00 am Sunday School (all ages)

11:00 am Wor ship
Wednesday

6:30 pm Yout h Shepherds
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