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The Impact of Words

What is in a word? What is in a phrase?
When reading a text for the first time it is some-
times necessary to stop, read again the word or
phrase, and let these words ramble through your
mind for a moment before the full meaning begins

to materialize. |
will at times
come to the end
of a sentence or
paragraph  and
stop to reflect on
its meaning. This
is the practice |
follow when the
words or phrases
are complicated
and the meaning
does not immedi-
ately become
apparent. It is
also the practice
when | want the
entire  concept,
the entire mean-
ing with all its
surrounding  af-
fects to sink in
and be internal-
ized as much as
possible.

Along this line of thought, | would like to look
at our newly presented vision statement. Look
closely at this phrase:

To live the full spectrum of lifein obedience
to the complete counsel of God

Let these words rumble through your
mind for a moment...

Can you comprehend the full meaning of
the words individually; live, full, spectrum, obedi-
ence, complete, counsa, God? Can you grasp the
meaning of the words as they are brought together
to form the phrase?

Let me use another phrase, which may be
more familiar to you and may add depth and a
fuller meaning to our vision statement. The phrase
could be used to summarize our meaning. The
phrase is one you know well — Jesus is Lord! Think
about those words; Jesus — is — Lord. What mean-
ing is offered by each of those words? Each word
is known to us: ‘Jesus’ of course is the Son of God
and the Savior of his people. The word ‘is is a
form of the verb ‘to be’ which communicates an
action and tells us here that Jesus is active being or
doing something. Now the word Lord. This word
can usually quite a room, either in agreement and
wanting to hear more or in disgust, not wanting to
hear anything more of him. Many ponder at ex-
actly the meaning of the word and title. What ex-
actly is meant by its far-reaching implications? To
continue this discussion of the word Lord | want to

turn to Dr. Paul S Minear and his discussion from
his book, ‘The Kingdom and the Power.” Minear
says that the term Lord...

points in two directions: it
affirms at once the master status of
Jesus and the (servant) status of the
confessor.  The confessor states
that he has been bought with a
price and is now in the possession
of the Lord. To Jesus belongs final
and exclusive sovereignty over the
(servant’s) existence.

Moreover, the confession, Je-
sus is Lord, is the joint affirmation
of a band of (servant); a commu-
nity with various assignments but
the same Lord. The unity of the
Church is constituted by the fact
that it serves the one Lord. Its con-
fession is a seal of this unity.
Where the sovereignty of Jesus is
actualized in word and deed, there
is his body, the Church.

Can you see the parallel of our vision
statement and the statement Jesus is Lord? In
both, as disciples, we see that all our work is done
in the Lord in obedience to God's word; that our
blessings are expected from the Lord as given
from his Word and all our hope is in the coming
of the Lord, which we know is ours through the
obedience to his complete Word.

For me however the real parallel comes
in Minear's second quoted paragraph. He says
that the confession Jesus is Lord is the ‘joint affir-
mation of a band of slaves with various assign-
ments but with the same Lord.” This is the testa-
ment of a people who recognize Jesus, as in fact
Lord, and seeks to follow him in every way.
Minear continues saying that this statement ‘is a
confession (which) is a seal of this unity.’

It is with our vision as well. It is our
common ambition at New Serling to live the full
spectrum of our lives in obedience to the com-
plete counsel of God’'s will. We give all to God
who is al in all in every part of our lives. That
same sentiment is offered when one proclaims -
Jesus is Lord. He is Lord of my life, my entire life,
my entire existence, my entire being, everything
all the time!

Moreover, here is the culminating point
to this pondering of words and phrases. When
we as a people give ourselves totally to the fullest
meaning of God’s Word then we will, as empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit, live a life that will glorify
God and will have an impact on our surroundings
— our homes, our jobs, our friends, our enemies,
etc... In addition, from Minear once again, ‘where
the sovereignty of Jesus Christ is actualized in
word and deed, there is the body, the Church.’

Doing these things in word and deed, as
we strive to do, in accordance with our vision
statement not only proclaims what we seek to be,
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not only what we have as a vision; it as well will proclaim To live the full spectrum of lifein obedience
who we are now

—the Church. We are the body of Christ, the redeemed,
those for whom our Lord will one day return and take to be
with himself. Oh, | cannot wait! In His Service,

Let us live unabashedly and unified for the glory of Pastor Tim
the Lord. Let us live to the words we profess. Let the peo-
ple around us see that we do in fact intend...

to the complete counsel of God

Be Prepared to Give aDefense

Thisisthe definition for the word apologetics. It is a Greek word and we use it to identify being able to give a
defense or areason for what we believe or how we act. If you are asked to give a reason for your belief in Jesus
Christ or to give a defense for why you live according to a Christian ethic then you would respond by giving an
apology. Itisnot to say you are sorry but to explain why you act or believe the way you do.

1 Peter 3:15 says to be prepared ‘to give the reason for the hope you have.” The word
reason in this sentence is the Greek word apologia; give areason, or defense. Well, this
issomething that the Health Implementation Team has identified as being an areawhere
improvement is needed. We need to be able to better give a reason and defend why we
are believers and why we conduct our lives as we do. In the end, this will help us im-
prove our evangelistic efforts as well.

Our dear friend Joseph Alghrary has agreed to help us with this. Joseph’s major in seminary was Apologetics so
he is very qualified. Beginning on Sunday evening, March 12 at 6 and continuing for several weeks, Joseph will
teach Apologetics in a way that we can understand and grasp. This is something that is very dear and close to
Joseph so he jumped at the chance to share this with a group of people he cares so much about.

Please plan to attend. Regular Sunday-nighters we expect to see you. If you have never made Sunday evenings

a part of your week, now may be the time. We will sing just a bit, listen to Joseph’s wonderful teaching and then
share a meal together. What could be greater? There are also other events going on for all ages, so bring the
whole family, and join in the good fellowship.

Thisisimportant to us as a church so please come and do your part to help us improve sharing the gospel with
our neighbors. If you have questions please do not hesitate to call Scotti McCulloch or me.

Pastor Tim
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The women’s ministry of New Sterling would like to start a new type of ministry. Women ministering to
women can become a prayerful experience. After much prayer and research we have decided to
start a“Prayer Shawl Ministry”. ’

Y ’ #

“Prayer Shawls’ are made intentionally for someone suffering through atime of crisis or =
Wm need. They are often made with a specific friend or loved onein mind. They may be el- Z‘%L

ther knitted or crocheted. While stitching, the maker of the shawl holds that personin ,,fs
her thoughts according to her own spiritual traditions. The shawls are blessed when com- \’@
pleted.

-

S

2 The power of the prayer shawl isin its physical properties and source of < %ﬂg warmth. The
person can wrap it around them and it feels like ahug and serves as a \/ - reminder of peo-
ple Who are praying for them.

The New Sterling “KNIT-WITS" will consist of
will come to learn to knit or crochet and others =
church members may participate by donating yarn.

Some popular questions are, “Who receives the shawls?” The Lord will guide our hearts and we will
just knit or crochet. The card sent with the shawl to the recipient might read: “ This shawl isfrom
New Sterling Church and is filled with many prayers.”

The New Sterling Women's ministry would like to know how many “KNIT-WITS’ are inter-
ested. Please call Michelle Hairyesif you would like to participate at 704-437-3194.

God Himself does not propose to judge a man
until he is dead. So why should you?
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Winters was the only “causality” on the Gulf Port trip...Jimmy and Amanda Gray
are expecting anew baby around October 27...Reid and Peggy Gray have offi-
cially closed the “Bed and Breakfast” effective March 1...Kim and David Brady
went to Maggie Valley for awedding...We have heard that Jeremy Brady may be
the one to ask when bathing suit weather starts...Clifton M auney was put on the
Wilkes College baseball “injured reserve list” for 2 weeks due to a back prob-
lem...Erica Harper and several friends went to Florida for Spring Break...Ask
Kitzi Emery if she can finally see...M ara Hairyes and Rachel Gray are having
their T-ball debut. You may want to pray for their coaches!...Hannah M oore re-
ceived lots of nice baby gifts are arecent Baby shower...If the big rocking chairs at
baby showers are for the Mother-to-be, why was Pastor Tim seen sitting in
one???????....David Brady had hiswindshield broken on the way to Gulfport as he
was blasted by rocks...Kristen Griffin played on the Statesville Montessori 39/ 4"
grade girl’s basketball team and their team finished the season at 10-0!...Dylan
Deal hastraveled over eastern NC playing JO Volleyball for the IC Stars. The team
recently played in Roanoke VA and Asheville for 2 day tournaments...Todd

M cCulloch has been flying the friendly skies back and forth to Michigan for the
past month. He isready for spring and warm temperatures!

£ooaf oA e

| f anyone is interested in helping in the nursery dur-
ing the 11:00 Wor ship Hour, please contact Pat Price.
This can be High School age, young adults, parents and
grandparents. All help is welcome.

Nursery and

Childrens Church Also if you would like to help out with Children’s
Volunt eers Needed Church during the Worship Hour, please contact Patti
Gryder. Good teachers are always needed.
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Thank you for all the
monetary and prayer
support during our trip to
Gulf Port. This was an
experience we will never
forget. Hopefully an-
other group can go back
soon!

Dale Massey
David Brady
Craig Pugh
Mike Warren
Clay Price
Reid Gray
Lynn Jenkins
Jimmy Winters
David Sides

Adrian Jarrett
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It's time for all our crafty and talented New Sterling folks to make 1\

items for the Bonclarken Gift Shop!!! Our gifts help support Bon-
clarken ministries. Please place your craft items on the desig-

nated table in the fellowship hall on Sunday, April 16th. The craft items will be
taken to Bonclarken on April 17th. Thank you!!!!
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Fishing with M oses
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STERLING SILVERS

The Sterling Silvers group will meet on 10 April, Monday at 10:30 AM in the Fellowship
Hall. The agenda will be announced. On behalf of the Sterling Silvers members we
extend our gratitude for the superb meal that the Women of the Church provided at our
last meeting in March. Thank you Kitzi and Marilyn and the rest of your group for tak-
ing time to prepare this event.

Thanks are extended to Jim Dagenhart for assisting in the Katie Collins bus project
evaluation with the deacons for our group. Results will be forthcoming.

Thanks Betty Godfrey for chairing our meeting last month. We wish further healing for
Swanee Synder and others in our group who are in need for our prayers.

The Ides of March are behind us but the 15th of April Day of Reckoning is near. Don't
stress just pay the taxes due. We promise not to make a collection of any money at
our next meeting.

The Sarge (Il have been to Texas to see my great grandson Linden Mitchell Jones—
who by the way looks like Davis Emery— and am on my way back. Texas Stage
Coach is slow , don't have enough money to fly, so will not arrive until 1 April)

If anyoneisinterested in going
to the Bonclarken Work Week,
April 17-21, please contact
Lynn Jenkins at 872-6696 by
April 13. Wewould like to
have the van full.

Everyone plan to go and have a
great time at Bonclarken.
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Mr.and Mrs. Andy C. Cochrane

Request the honor of your presence
At themarriage of their daughter
Tonya Luann Rebecca Cochrane
To
Shane A shley Stewart
Son of Mr.and Mrs. Ronnie L. Stewart
On Saturday the twenty-second of A pril
Two thousand and six
At two o'clock in the afternoon at

First Baptist Church

o« o0 815 Davie Avenue
W —

Statesville, N C

_ Ui

Women’s Beach Retreat
< April 7-9. 2006

“The Unveiling of the Mystery
of a Woman's Soul “

i
\\ » b’ll“
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Resume of Jesus Christ

Address: Ephesians 1:20
Phone: Romans 10:13
Website: TheBible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus

Hello. My nameis Jesus—The Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you my resume because I’ m seeking the top management position
inyour heart. Please consider my accomplishments as set forth by my resume.

Qualifications

| founded the earth and established the heavens. (See Proverbs 3:19)
| formed man from the dust of the ground. (See Genesis 2:7)

| breathed into man the breath of life. (See Galatians 2:7)

| redeemed man from the curse of the law. (See Gdatians 3:13)

The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me. (See Galatians 3:14)

Occupational Background
I’ve only had one employer. (See Luke 2:49)

I’ ve never been tardy, absent, disobedient, dothful or disrespectful. My employer has nothing but rave reviews for me. (See Matthew
3:15-17)

Skills Work Experience

Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted, setting the cap-
tives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that are bruised. (See Like 4:18)

| am aWonderful Counselor. (Seelsaiah 9:6). People who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil. (See Proverbs 1:33)
Most importantly, | have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins. (See | John 1:7-9)

Educational Background

| encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding. See (Proverbs 2:6)

In me are hid al of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (See Colossians 2:3)

My Word is so powerful, it has been described as being alamp unto your feet and alight unto your path. (See Psalms 119:105)
| can even tell you dl of the secrets of your heart. (See Psalms 44:21)

Major Accomplishments

| was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of al times. (See Genesis 1:26)

| laid down my life so that you may live. (Seell Corinthians 5:15)

| defeated the archenemy of God and mankind and made a show of them openly. (See Colossians 2:15)

I’ve miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead! There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention
here. Y ou can read them on my website, which islocated at: www dot—the BIBLE. You don’t need an Internet connection or com-
puter to access my website.

Continued on Page 10
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college Student Acldree;s@s

Sarah Watts Kelly Pugh

Campus Box 15881 9238 Campus Edge Circle

Lee Hall Charlotte, NC 28262

Raleigh, NC 27607 kmpugh@uncc.edu

wildfish@statesville.net (University of North Carolina -Charlotte)

(NC Sate University)
Nolan Winters Erica Harper

Clifton Mauney LRC Box 7951 9238 Campus Edge Circle

865 Shew Ridge Mission Road Hickory, NC - 28603 Charlotte, NC 28262

Wilkesboro, NC 28697 (Lenoir Rnyne College) elharper@uncc.edu

(Wilkes Community College) JesseKeller (University of North Carolina—Charlotte)
Box 04053

Erin Waugh Alexander Hall Andrea Clark

WCU Raleigh, NC 27607 CPO 679 Erskine College

245 Memorial Drive (NC State University) PO Box 1001

Suite 6770 Due West, SC 29639

Cullowhee, NC 28720 Preston Tolbert (Erskine College)

EW41352@wcu.edu prestontol bert@yahoo.com

(Western Carolina University) (Western Carolina University)

(Y (1Y (Y (Y (L (N
20, ‘*6 k>, fe k>0, .:g k>, fg k>, ‘*g 8>,
Continued from page 9 - Resume of Jesus Christ

References

Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and supernatu-
ral guidance.

In Summation
Now that you’ ve read my resume, I’ m confident that I’ m the only candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital position in your

Heart. Insummation, | will properly direct your paths. (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead you into the everlasting life. (See John
6:47) When can | start? Timesisof the essence. (See Hebrews 3:15)

Send this resume to everyone you know, you never know who many have an opening! Thanks for your help and
God bless youl!!

.|
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Butch Jenkins

Norma Jenkins '
Lynn Sherer

Aaron Mull '
Emily Nash

Hannah Compton

Blakely Hager Lilia Jenkins
Edith Milholland Jennifer Miller
Jo Jenkins Anne VanZandt
Jeff Sides Cody Hairyes
Justin Burruel Bobby Hardin
Anna Reese Leon Gray

Lori Sutton Micki Pope
Cora Poovey Lynn Pope
Louanne Watts Carolyn Byers
Tony Harper Scotti McCulloch

Amanda Peralta Chauncy Jordan

Emily Walker

Show and Tell

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" assignment.
Each student was instructed to bring in an object to share with the class
that represented their religion. The first student got up in front of the
class and said, "My name is Benjamin and | am Jewish and this is a Star
of David." The second student got up in front of the
class and said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and
this is a Rosary." The third student got in up front of
the class and said, "My name is Tommy. | am Presby-
terian, and this is a hot dish."
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