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Yield to the Hammer

(A portion of the sermon from April 10 |
felt should be repeated)

The hammer is a useful tool - but the nail
if it had feeling and intelligence, could present an-
other side of the story. For the nail knows the
hammer only as an opponent, a brutal, merciless
enemy who lives to pound it into submission, to
beat it down out of sight and clinch it into place.
That is the nail’s view of the hammer, and it is ac-
curate except for one thing: the nail forgets that
both it and the hammer are servants of the same
workman. Let the nail but remember that the ham-
mer is held by the workman and all resentment
toward it will disappear. The workman decides
whose head shall be beaten next and what hammer
shall be used in the beating. This is his sovereign
right. When the nail has surrendered to the will of
the workman and has gotten a little glimpse of his
plansfor itsfutureit will yield to the hammer with-
out any further complaint.

o/

So it is with discipline in the hands of
God!

Disciplineis a necessity for the completion
of the plans of God. Discipline is a necessity for
the development of obedient servants living within
the plans of God. We as believers must yield to the
hammer, the discipline of our Father.

In today’s culture some will argue that a
maximum outpouring of love makes discipline un-
necessary and that if the environment around a
person is loving, warm and nurturing then they
will be alright — after all we are products of our
environments and since we are by nature ‘good
people’ maximum love will encourage them to be
good, and warm and loving and discipline will not
be necessary.

Well, to be extremely frank & to the point,
this reveals that those who hold to this view show
evidence that they truly do not understand the real
nature of a person.

AW Tozer, The Root of the Righteous p 134.

Well, to be extremely frank & to the
point, thisreveals that those who hold to this view
show evidence that they truly do not understand
the real nature of a person.

We as humans come into this world un-
disciplined, untamed, with no cares or concerns.
When have you have ever had to teach a child to
be selfish? When have you have ever had to teach
a child to lie on the floor and have a ‘temper tan-
trum? Anyone?

The latter portion of Genesis 8:21 gives
us God’s own words and reveals that every incli-
nation of his (man) heart is evil from child-
hood. Disciplineisthe only way to direct a child
away from the inclination of evil and because you,
the parent, love them and do not want certain
behaviors to continue — you discipline them, even
forcefully if needed.

Instead of love negating the need of disci-
pline; it is love according to God's word that de-
mands discipline in order to change the behavior
of a sinful heart.

Just as you show true biblical love to
your child thru proper discipline, God show his
true love for usthrough hisdisciplinary acts. Just
like children we, as believers, must go through
‘character transformation.” Just as a child must
be transformed from that screaming selfish child
into a disciplined adult we as well must be trans-
formed from the fallen creatures we are into the
Christ-like individuals our Father desires.

In all of thisour greatest need istrust. Do
we trust the workman who wields the hammer of
discipline to drive that nail to its appropriate
depth? We as believers must trust & yield to the
hammer.

But many in the Christian world have
given into the pop culture and believe that life
should be good, with no worries, and no prob-
lems. We are good people and we should have it
good. Life should be fun and easy. We actually
have believed the lie that people really aren’'t as
bad as that book (the Bible) of stories and fables
say. So when the struggles come we are blown out
of the water and can’t believe something that hard
would be asked of us.

In Hebrews 12 however, weread: en-
dure hardship asdiscipline; God istreat-
ing you as sons. For what son isnot disci-
plined by hisfather? If you are not disci-
plined, then you areillegitimate children
and not true sons. We are disciplined because
God loves us. If you as a parent do not discipline
your child you are saying, | don’t love you enough
to help you. Will the world ever understand this?
No! Should you as a believer? Well, if you are
really a believer, you must!

Continued on page 2
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We must endure the hardships, face the trials and
when the tough times come we must trust the workman. We
must yield to the hammer.

Even as believers we are presently not ready for
heaven but through the challenges and trials we are re-
formed into the likeness of Christ. This is accomplished
through the love and discipline given from the very hand of
God.

So what is the ultimate goal of discipline? Soul
transformation is the objective.

We are born into sin — but through redemption our
names are written in the Book of Life by Jesus Christ. But
even with that we are not yet ready for association with the
witnesses in heaven. Sanctification must take place and that
isthedisciplined process whereby we are transformed from

the old to the new, transformed to be more and more like Christ.

The hammer of discipline in the hand of the workman, the
Father, places the nails in just the right place and begins driving and
driving and the driving will continue until we are secured in our
proper places and have obtained the likeness of Christ he desires. We
must yield to the hammer.

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured
the cross (Heb 12:2). Jesus withstood the nails being placed just as
they had to be. Because of his obedience to and his love for the Fa-
ther - heyielded to the hammer and the nailswere driven in.

Will you yield to the hammer of discipline so that the nailsin
your life can placed exactly right?

Pastor Tim

Class of 2005

West Iredell High School
Clifton Mauney

Charlie McClure
Amber Snyder

Statesville Senior High School
Sarah Watts

Mitchell Community College

Erin Waugh
Preston Tolbert

Catawba Valley Community College

Barbara McClure

University of NC @ Charlotte

Laura Chambers

If we have missed any graduates, please contact usfor the
June Newsletter
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NEW STERLING PRAISE & PRAYER

Rick Cashion—Diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease
Kenneth Waugh—Continued recovery from surgery
John McNeely—Continued recovery

Anne VanZandt—Recent stroke, broken hip and heart
attack

David Sides—Praise for finishing radiation treatments
Betty Godfrey—Praise for Cancer free reports!
Lynne Pope—Good results from new treatment

Mary Lippard, Franklin Beatty and Roy Poovey—
Strength and Healing

Amy Gray—Healing for recent blood clot in her lung

Avis Pope—Recovery from recent stroke

Shut-Ins

Norma and Johnsie
Jenkins

Leroy Johnson
Pauline Pope
Edith Reece
Mary Deal
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| Corinthians 13, for Mom

| can read bedtime stories till the cow jumps over the moon and sing "Ten Little Monkeys" until | want to call the doctor-- but if | don't
have love, I'm as annoying as a ringing phone.

| can chase a naked toddler through the house while cooking dinner and listening to voice mail;

| can fix the best cookies and Kool-Aid in the neighborhood, and | can tell a sick child's temperature with one touch of my finger;
but if I don't have love, | am nothing.

Love is patient while watching and praying by the front window when it's 30 minutes past curfew.
Love is kind when my teen says, "I hate you!"

It does not envy the neighbors' swimming pool or their brand-new mini van, but trusts the Lord to
provide every need.

Love does not brag when other parents share their disappointments and insecurities; and love
rejoices when other families succeed.

It doesn't boast, even when I've multi-tasked all day long and my
husband can't do more than one thing at a time.

Love is not rude when my spouse innocently asks, "What have you done today?"

It does not immediately seek after glory when we see talent in our children, but encourages them to
get training and make wise choices.

It is not easily angered, even when my 15-year-old acts like the world revolves around her.

It does not delight in evil (is not self-righteous) when | remind my 17-year-old that he's going 83 in a 55-mph zone, but rejoices in the
truth.

Love does not give up hope.

It always protects our children's self-esteem and spirit, even while doling out discipline.

It always trusts God to protect our children when we cannot.

It always perseveres, through blue nail polish, burps and other bodily functions, rolled eyes and crossed arms, messy rooms and sleep-
overs.

Love never fails.

But where there are memories of thousands of diaper changes and painful labor(s), they will fade away.

Where there is talking back, it will (eventually) cease. (Please, Lord?)

Where there is a teenager who thinks she knows everything, there will one day be an adult who knows you did your best.

For we know we fail our children, and we pray they don't end up in therapy, but when we get to Heaven, our imperfect parenting will disap-
pear. (Thank you, God!)

When we were children, we needed a parent to love protect us.
Now that we're parents ourselves, we have a heavenly Father who adores, shelters us, and holds us when we need to cry.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love... but the greatest of these is love.
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Steve and Judy Stew art

Steve and Judy Stewart were introduced by a colleague of Judy’s (now her sister-in-law,
Sherry). Judy grew up the Southeastern, NC. After high school she moved to Statesville with a
sister. Steve grew up in the West Iredell area. They were married December 29, 1968. They
have one daughter, Paula, who is married to Chris Sloan. Paula is a teacher’s assistant at
Central Elementary School and Chris works for the
city of Statesville. Judy and Steve have one
granddaughter, Victoria who is six years old and
attends Central Elementary.
Steve is a lifelong member of New Sterling and Judy
joined after they were married. Steve has served as
a deacon and elder. He is a member the Men’s bible
study, C.E. committee, discipleship and kitchen
committee. Judy is a member of the Dorothy
Dagenhart Circle and is co-chair of the goal
committee for the Circle. She is also a member of
the resource and kitchen committee. Both are
members of the Friendship Class. Outside of church
Steve is a member of the Ruritan Club.
After working for GM for 20 years, Steve now is self
employed in car sales and auto repair. Judy has
been a rural carrier for the Statesville Post Office for
10 years. They have traveled to the Amish country
in Pennsylvania. They also visited the Hershey factory
and Harley Davidson plant in York, PA. Other places
they have traveled are Gettysburg, Blue Ridge
parkway and Skyline Drive. In 1996, they went to
San Francisco, California with GM. Jim Lowell of
Apollo 13 was there to speak. They were able to
meet him personally. While they were there, they visited the island of Alcatraz and listened to a
guard and former prisoner speak.
In her spare time, Judy loves to shop. Steve enjoys deer and turkey hunting. He likes drag
racing, antique cars and shopping for anything that is antique.



odd and Scotti McCulloch met through work. Todd’s company is a customer and

they often talked on the phone for about five years before dating. They were married March 8,

2003. Scotti isthe daughter of Lynn and Muriel Jenkins. Todd is the son of RE (Pete) and
Marjorie McCulloch, both deceased.

Scotti left New Sterling for 10 years and attended Pressly Memorial. She transferred her member-
ship back to New Sterlingin 2001. Todd joined New Sterling in 2003. Scotti isinvolved with the Wednes-
day and Sunday night adult classes. She plays piano for the opening exercises at 10am on Sunday and is a
member of the Health Implementation Team. Todd recently started playing guitar for the praise and wor-
ship group. They both are members of the Friendship class. Outside of church Todd is a member of |ISPE;
International Society of Pharmaceutical Engineers through his work.

They have three children, Jacob McCulloch, 20, a sophomore at ECU studying business finance.
Jacob loves all sports and his dream job would be a sports analyst. He has played AAU basketball and se-
lect soccer traveling all over growing up. At thistime heisfocusing on college. In the summer and during
school break he works at Rack Room Shoes in Sanford. Dylan Deal, 13, is a 7th grader at West Iredell
Middle School. Sheisin the Chorus class and will attend a competition at Carowindsin May. Dylan is

learning to crochet and enjoys rid-
ing her 4-wheeler, listening to mu-
sic, talking on the phone and
spending time with her friends.
She plays volleyball for WIMS and
softball for the Statesville Rec. De-
partment. She playsthird base.
Garrett Deal, 8, is a 2d grader at
Sharon Elementary School. Heis
learning to play golf and enjoys rid-
ing his 4-wheeler, being outdoors,
putting things together and figur-
ing how they work and playing with
Cody Hairyes. Garrett plays
coaches pitch baseball for Sharon,
he plays third base. He is very anx-
ious to play football for the first
timein the fall.

Dylan and Garrett arein-
volved in Sunday school, when they
are not spending weekends with

their dad in Mooresville and Youth Shepards. Garrett is also a member of the Children’s choir.

Scotti works inside the sales department for Statesville Process Instruments, selling temperature instru-
mentation. Todd isthe Calibration Manager at Pharmaceutical Calibrationsin Raleigh. Heisthe Vice
President. Scotti enjoys working jigsaw puzzles and watching her children play sports. Todd loves playing
golf. Both enjoy spending time with family.

Recently the have “acquired” a mixed dog named Bingo and a goldfish that they think will live forever!

Their favorite vacation spot is Myrtle Beach. They are planning a week therein July and they are also
planning a long weekend to Bush Gardens Park in Virginia. Todd travels a lot with his job and has been
from New York to California and many places in between. His company also has offices in Indianapolis, IN
and Kalainazoo, M1.

“Most people probably do not realize that Todd is here on weekends only, dueto hisjob in Raleigh.
We have been in constant prayer and things are now looking like he can be here full-time within six
months toone year as heistryingto establish more business here so he can work from home and be in Ra-
leigh only a few days a month. We are anxious for this to happen so we can become a full-time family and
become more involved with activities at New Sterling, as a family. We appreciate all the prayers that our
church family has offered on our behalf.”
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Hereand There at New Sterling

Clifton Mauney hit 3 home runs in one
week, 2 of them in one game! This gives
him atotal of 4 for the season...Dylan Deal
hit her first home run for the season. She
was able to bring in another runner for 2
runs for the team...A friend of Pastor Tim's
invited him to attend the Masters in Au-
gusta, Ga...Kendra Watson was missed
one Sunday night and when her boys were

asked if she was sick, they said that she hurt her foot. When asked
what happened, they said that she must have hurt it when she was
shopping too long the day before...Gray Emery, Brennan White,
Dylan Deal, Devin Winters, Erin Waugh and Todd Winters at-
tended the Jr. High Bonclarken Retreat. They had a beautiful week-
end and enjoyed their classes, the speaker, the band for the weekend
Saturday afternoon free time and just being together as a
group...Several of our members attended the Bonclarken Work
Weekend. Roy and Cora Poovey, Birchie Pope, Betty Godfrey,
Sandy Moose, Lynn and Muriel Jenkins, Jim and Swanie Sny-
der, David and Betty Sides, Earl and Harriet Linderman,
Lonnie and Carolyn Elliott, Helen Cashion, Melderine Pope and
Tim Watson. Thiswas Muriel’s first time attending and she really
enjoyed the trip. She worked in the Kitchen while there so she felt
right at home! A lot of work and cleaning was accomplished during
the 3 days while they were there...Jane Fulbright, Swanie Snyder
and Juanita Massey waked in the March of Dimes Walkathon.
Dylan Deal aso attended the Walkathon with her Grandmother,
Mary, and walked 5 miles...Betty Godfrey was seen checking out
the tattoos at the Red Hat Society Meeting. We wonder if she found
one that she liked?!...Brent Mauney is playing tennis for West Ire-
dell High School this year...Brian, Wendy and Taylor Pope spent
severa days at the beach recently. Taylor won a free game of putt-
putt after getting a hole in one on hole 18. That was only 1 of 5
holes in one for the day! Taylor has also started T-ball this season.
The Pope's are very excited to be expecting August 19". Taylor
doesn't mind telling the news, now that he is over the
shock...Blakeley Hartness placed 5th in the Nationals cheerleading
competition for her age group.

I know that all of you ill be busy this spring and summer with lots
of fun and exciting things going on. Don't forget to share with your
church family....  Scotti

N 8 —

Hannah Compton  on May 22, 2005. Thiswill be
held in the Friendship Class room from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Hostesses will
be Terry Hoke, Susan Pugh, Linda Harper, Jeanette Hauck, and Cindy
McNeely.
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May 1
May 2
May 3
May 4
May 5
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 12
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
May 31

2 Samud 5:1-10; | Chronicles 11-12
Psalms 133

Psalms 106-107

2 Samuel 5:11-6:23; 1 Chronicles 13-16
Psams1-2,15,22-24, 47, 68

Psalms 89, 96, 100-101, 105, 132

2 Samuel 7; 1 Chronicles 18

Psalms 25, 29, 33, 36, 39

2 Samuel 8-9; 1 Chronicles 18

Psalms 50, 53, 60, 75

2 Samuel 11-12; 1 Chronicles 19; Psalm 20
Psalms 65-67, 69-70

2 Samuel 11-12, 1 Chronicles 20
Psalms 32, 51, 86, 122

2 Samuel 16-18

Psalms 26, 40, 58, 61-62, 64

2 Samuel 19-21

Psams5, 38, 41-42

2 Samuel 22-23; Psalms 57

Psalms 95, 97-99

2 Samuel 24; 1 Chronicles 21-22; Psalms 30
Psalms 108-110

1 Chronicles 23-25

Psalms 131, 128-139, 143-145

1 Chronicles 26-29; Psalms 127

Psams 111-118

1Kings1-2; Psams 37, 71, 94

Psalms 119:1-88

1 Kings 3-4; 2 Chronicles 1; Psalms 72

Visit our website at www.newsterlingar p.org.
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The Deacons of New Sterling

met on April 4th at 7:30 PM. The following business items were discussed:

The Deacons approved proceeding with the Properties and Maintenance Committee's recommended
sanctuary sound system repair and upgrade. (The Finance Committee has also identified a potential
funding source. The next step is the presentation of the proposed plan to the Session.)

We discussed repair of the painted areas of the Fellowship Hall and Mary Tatum Moore building.
Additional repair quotes (vinyl and painting) are being sought.

The Long Range Planning Committee is seeking to identify and prioritize future repairs to our exist-
ing facilities. Congregational input is encouraged.

A Fellowship Hall set-up chart and event calendar will soon be posted. This is to make Fellowship
Hall users aware of, and encourage "event clean-up crews" to set-up for, the next event.

Contacts for web site needs are Pastor Tim, Casey Clarke, and Doug Gryder. Email links to Pastor
Tim and "Web Support” (Casey and Doug) can be found at www.newsterlingarp.org.

News Fom the Women of New Sterl ing

"But as for me, | will always have hope; | will praise you more and more. My mouth will tell of your righteousness,
of your salvation all day long, though | know not its measure. | will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sover -
eign Lord: | will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone. Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this
day | declare your marvelous deeds. Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till | declare your
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come. Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God,
you who have done great things. Who, O God, islike you? Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter,
you will restore my life again; from the depths of the earth you will again bringmeup." Psalm 71:14-21

Aswe face the sunset years, we recognize that God has been our constant help in the past. Asphysical powerswane,
we need God even more, and we realize he is still our constant help. We must never despair, but keep on expecting
hishelp no matter how severe our limitations. Hopein him helpsusto keep going, to keep servinghim.

A person is never too old to serve God, never too old to pray. Though age may stop us from certain physical activi-
ties, it need not end our desire to tell others (especially children) about all we have seen God do in the many years
we've lived.

The Golden Christian Circle will meet on May 2 at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall with Marilyn Teague as hostess.
The Dorothy Dagenhart Circle will meet on May 9 at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall with Elena Johnson and Betty
Godfrey as hostesses. Peggy Gray will have the Devotional and Kitzi Emery the Bible Study for both circles.

National Day of Prayer isMay 5 and Mother'sDayisMay 8. Don't forget to tell your mother, grandmother, aunt, sis-
ter or a special female friend how much you love them and givethem a hug. We have a Board meeting on May 15 at
5:00 at the Church. The Nominating Committee will give their report. All officers, circle chairs and department
chairs are asked to attend. The Graduate Breakfast will be held on May 22. If you or someone you know is graduat-
ingthisyear, pleaselet Kim Brady know.

Remember you Secret Sister.

In His love, Fam”y
WOC brasident (F)ather (A)nd (M)other (I) (L)ove (Y)ou

Pe
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10 DonnaHorne

Mackenzie Clark
Andrea Clarke
Sherry Stewart
Helen Cashion
Kristen Griffin
Lauren Howard

Nancy Pope
Kay Flowers

Kendra Watson
Sam Bennett

Jill Hager
Barbara Reid
Don Campbell
Laurel Gray
Mara Hairyes
Elena Johnson

12 Jordan Pope
13 KurtisHauck

10 Brent Mauney

door.

12 Madelyn McNeely

M ay

YOU ...

COMEDY CORNER

A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that someone was home, but no an-
swer came to his repeated knocks at the door.  Therefore, he took out a card and wrote “ Revelation 3:20” on the back of it and stuck it in the

13 Aarene Reese
14 Franklin Beatty
14 Marcia Winters
15 Taylor Bustle
16 Justin Hardin
16 Stacey Walker
17 Glenn Caldwell
19 Dixie Waugh
21  Carrol McNeely
23  Steve Stewart
24  GlendaMoose
25  Frank Brady

25  Mike Pope

26  JaneFulbright
27 Leann Hartness
28  Bailey Hartness
29 RondaHoke

31 Todd Goodman

When the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been returned. Added to it was this cryptic
message, “ Genesis 3:10”  Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter.

Revelation 3:20 begins*“ Behold, | stand at the door and knock.”

Genesis 3:10 reads “ | heard your voice in the garden and | was afraid for | was naked.

“A cheerful heart is good medicine” (Prov. 17:22a)

May 5 National Day of Prayer
M ay May 8 MOTHERS DAY
May 9 7:00 Dorothy Dagenhart Crcle
May 10 Ladies Bible Study
May 13-14 Campout at the Haucks
May 15 9:15 Praise and Worship
May 1 9:15 Praise and Worship 5:00 WOC Board Meeting
INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH 6:00 Family Night
4:30 Youth Shepherds—Everyone Attend May 17 7:00 Ladies Bible Study
6:00 Family Night May 18 7:30 Adult Choir
7:00 Deacons Meet May 22 Graduate Breakfast
May 2 9:30 Golden Christian Qrcle Bridal Shower—Hannah Compton
May 3 7:00 Ladies Bible Study Newsletter items Due
May 4 6:30 Youth Shepherd & Adult Aass May 24 7:00 Ladies Bible Study
7:30 Adult Choir May 25 7:30 Adult Choir
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New Sterling ARP Church
580 New Sterling Road
Stony Point, NC 28678

(704)872-2561 ~ Church Office
(704)929-0104 ~ Pastor Tim's Mobile
(704)871-1030 ~ Manse
wat sont r @j uno.com

Pastor: Tim R.Watson
Past or Emeritus: Dr. Earl Linder man
Secretary: Pat Caskaddon
Choir Director: Ruth Foy
Organist: Kay Flowers
Pianist: Susan Pugh

Newsletter Co-Editors: Delinda & Taryn Mauney
Newsletter email: sterlingnews@hot mail.com

Sunday Service Time

9:15 am Praise and Prayer Time

10:00 am Sunday School (all ages)

11:00 am Worship
Wednesday

6:30 pm Yout h Shepherds
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