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 For my doctoral work at Erskine I was asked 
to submit a project, an act of ministry that I 
would identify as a vital part of the work being 
done at New Sterling.     The act of ministry that 
I have identified, that is my passion and would be 
the overriding act that encompasses all other acts 
within the church would be entitled ‘Striving for 
Freedom.’   In my role as pastor, I believe my call 
is to preach, teach, counsel, encourage, disci-
pline, and direct individuals toward freedom 
from the bondages of sin.  I have said that the 
subtitle of a pastor should be ‘ freedom fighter’  or 
‘ liberator’  for those who are in bondage to the 
lies of Satan. 

 

 

 

 The pastor’s ministry is to lead the people 
using the means available to direct them toward 
the grace of God which frees them ultimately 
from the sins that hold them in chains, that keeps 
them from being all God would have them to be 
and from worshipping him totally and fully with 
all of their heart, their soul and their strength.  
Everything the pastor does should facilitate that 
end in some way. 

The ministry must include the presentation of 
the Kingdom of God, its ultimate coming, and 
the freedom that is associated with its coming.  
Jesus healed the lame and the sick, releasing 
them from bondage, to show the effects of the 
coming Kingdom.  The ministry must include the 
sharing of Christ with the people so that they are 
liberated from the bondage of sin.  Through these 
actions, the direst of need of the people is ad-
dressed and that is of course – freedom.  

The first function involved in the setting free 
the prisoner of sin is preaching.  It begins with 
God’s Word being preached from the Bible to the 

that the salvation found in the Word of God 
should be delivered to the people from the pul-
pit weekly and then followed by using the 
many different means available within the 
church to bring that message to an even more 
personal level. 

Our real needs as individuals can only be 
met in and through Jesus Christ.  The minister 
should make as his objective the merging of 
these needs with the blessings available from 
Christ and not in a generic way but on an inti-
mate level. 

From the spoken Word the pastor must 
bring that Word to bear in the lives of the peo-
ple on a more personal level through teaching, 
counseling, informal interactions, mentoring 
and encouragement.  The Word of God cannot 
be seen as an abstract distant idea.  It must be 
brought to bear in the personal, intimate lives 
of the people. 

 As the ladies stepped off the bus returning 
from their weekend beach retreat I saw and 
heard all that I have said come to life.  As I 
spoke to the ladies I saw many that were differ-
ent from the ones who left on Friday.  The 
teaching over the weekend released many, if 
not all, from some portion of the bondage that 
has kept them from being all that God desires 
for them to be. 

Several commented to me saying, ‘Pastor 
Tim are you sure you are ready for all these 
liberated women?’   (Please do not insult these 
ladies by associating that comment with some 
of the women’s movements of today)  Others 
commented that they did not realize the effects 
of certain beliefs and how trapped they had 
been all their lives but now see those lies and 
have been released from them. As a pastor, 
sweeter words could never cross my ears. To 
hear of a person being released from the lies of 
Satan, the improper expectations of others, the 
demands of an ignorant society makes me 
know that what we are doing at New Sterling is 
hitting the mark, and not only hitting the mark 
but hitting the mark with great velocity.  Jesus 
said “ I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.”  (John 10:10)  These ladies 
will begin to live a life much fuller than they 
did before. Husbands, watch out! 

Freedom, spiritual freedom – no one can 
identify its complete worth or understand the  



Page 2 The Stirling 

Continued from page 1   -  Striving for Freedom 

overwhelming burden that comes with its absence. Am I ready for the effects of a person who is now 
freed from the chains that bind? Absolutely!  As a matter of fact I pray for it in all the people of New Sterling.  

 We in the USA have a great history that is built on freedom and its effects.  We in the Reformed faith 
have a great testimony from those of the Reformation when freed from the tyranny of the Catholic Church of 
those days.  What history will we write as we come to understand the full capacity of freedom and put it to 
work in our lives? 

Ladies, thank you for giving your time and efforts to the study of your retreat. Now, let us all see you 
strive for freedom now that the chains have been loosed.  I am ready! 

 

 In His Service, 

Pastor Tim 

Memor ial Day    
 May 29, 2006 

Men’s Bible Study 
Leader/Facilitator  
No previous exper ience 

Necessary— Just 

Willingness and a  

Love for God 
When you stand before the peo-
ple, “ do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it.  At that time 
you will be given what to say.”  

Matthew 10:19 
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Families Celebrating Jesus 
Sunday, May 21, 2006  5:00 PM 

 

      Our congregation, friends and neighbors are invited to our closing Sun-
day Night Fellowship gathering on May 21st.  Our Families Celebrating 
Jesus event will begin at 5:00 PM with a hot dog supper (including home-
made ice cream for dessert!)  At 6:00 we will go to the sanctuary to hear the 
Cornerstone Band from Beulah Baptist Church.  Pastor Brian Davis from Beulah and Cindi Harper 
Bowman are among the members of the band.  They will share praise and worship music that is ap-
pealing to all ages.  After the band performs Rev. Joseph Alghrary will bring us the evening message.   

     This is an excellent opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to New Sterling to celebrate 
and share JESUS!  It is also a great opportunity to thank Joseph for being 
with us and bringing such wonderful messages.  If you have any questions 
about the Families Celebrating Jesus event contact Frank Emery III or any 
member of the Evangelism and Membership Committee.          

WELCOME 

Emma Caroline 
Moore 

Parents 

Hannah and 

    Justin 

         Moore 

Born on 

April 6. 2006 
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For all the mothers who run carpools and 
make cookies and sew Halloween cos-
tumes. And all the mothers who DON'T. 
 
This is for the mothers who gave birth to 
babies they'll never see. And the mothers 

who took those babies and gave them homes. 
 
This is for the mothers whose priceless art collec-
tions are hanging on their refrigerator doors. 
 
And for all the mothers who froze their buns on 
metal bleachers at football or soccer games instead 
of watching from the warmth of their cars, 
so that when their kids asked, "Did you see 
me, Mom?"  they could say, "Of course, I 
wouldn't have missed it for the world,"  and 
mean it. 
 
This is for all the mothers who yell at their 
kids in the grocery store and swat them in 
despair when they stomp their feet 
and scream for ice cream before dinner. And 
for all the mothers who count to ten instead, 
but realize how child abuse happens. 
 
This is for all the mothers who sat down with 
their children and explained all about making ba-
bies. And for all the (grand) mothers who wanted to, 
but just couldn't find the words. 
 
This is for all the mothers who go hungry, so their 
children can eat. For all the mothers who read 
"Goodnight, Moon"  twice a night for a year. And 
then read it again. "Just one more time."  
 
This is for all the mothers who taught their children 
to tie their shoelaces before they started school. 
And for all the mothers who opted for Velcro in-
stead. 
 
This is for all the mothers who teach their sons to 
cook and their daughters to sink a jump shot. 
 
This is for every mother whose head 
turns automatically when a little voice 
calls "Mom?"  in a crowd, even though 
they know their own offspring are at 
home -- or even away at college. 
 
This is for all the mothers who sent 
their kids to school with stomach 
aches, assuring them they'd be just 
FINE once they got there, only to get 
calls from the school nurse an 
hour later asking them to please pick 
them up. Right away.  

 

This is for mothers whose children have gone 
astray, who can't find the words to reach them.  

 

For all the mothers who bite their lips until they bleed 
when their 14 year olds dye their hair green. 

For all the mothers of the victims of recent school 
shootings, and the mothers of those who did the 
shooting. 
 
For the mothers of the survivors, and the mothers 
who sat in front of their TVs in horror, hugging their 
child who just came home from school, safely. 
 
This is for all the mothers who taught their children 
to be peaceful, and now pray they come home safely 
from a war. 

 
What makes a good Mother anyway? 
 
Is it patience? 
 
Compassion? 
 
Broad hips? 
 
The ability to nurse a baby, cook dinner, and 
sew a button on a shirt, all at the same time? 
 
Or is it in her heart? 
 

Is it the ache you feel when you watch your son or 
daughter disappear down the street, walking to 
school alone for the very first time? 
 
The jolt that takes you from sleep to dread, from bed 
to crib at 2 A.M. to put your hand on the back of a 
sleeping baby? 
 
The panic, years later, that comes again at 2 A.M. 
when you just want to hear their key in the door and 
know they are safe again in your home? 
 
Or the need to flee from wherever you are and hug 
your child when you hear news of a fire, a car acci-
dent, a child dying? 
 
The emotions of motherhood are universal and so 

our thoughts are for young mothers 
stumbling through diaper changes 
and sleep deprivation... 
 
And mature mothers learning to let go. 
 
For working mothers and stay-at-home 
mothers. 
 
Single mothers and married mothers. 
 
Mothers with money, mothers without. 
 

This is for you all. For all of us.  Hang in there. In the 
end we can only do the best we can. Tell them every 
day that we love them. And pray.  
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A man wal ki ng al ong a beach was deep i n pr ayer . �
 �
Suddenl y t he sky cl ouded above hi s head and,  i n a boomi ng voi ce,  
t he Lor d sai d,  " Because you have TRI ED t o be f ai t hf ul  t o me i n 
al l  ways,  I  wi l l  gr ant  you one wi sh. "   The man sai d,  " Bui l d a 
br i dge t o Hawai i  so I  can dr i ve over  anyt i me I  want . " �

 �
The Lor d sai d,  " Your  r equest  i s ver y mat er i al i st i c.   Thi nk of  t he enor mous chal l enges 
f or  t hat  ki nd of  under t aki ng.  The suppor t s r equi r ed f or  i t  t o r each t he bot t om of  t he 
Paci f i c!   The concr et e and st eel  i t  woul d t ake!   I t  wi l l  near l y exhaust  sever al  nat u-
r al  r esour ces.  I  can do i t ,  but  i t  i s har d f or  me t o j ust i f y your  desi r e f or  wor l dl y 
t hi ngs.  Take a l i t t l e mor e t i me and t hi nk of  somet hi ng t hat  woul d honor  and gl or i f y 
me. " �
 �
The man t hought  about  i t  f or  a l ong t i me.  Fi nal l y he sai d,  
" Lor d,  I  wi sh t hat  I  coul d under st and my wi f e.  I  want  t o know 
how she f eel s i nsi de,  what  she' s t hi nki ng when she gi ves me t he 
si l ent  t r eat ment ,  why she cr i es,  what  she means when she says 
' not hi ng' s wr ong, '  and,  how I  can make a woman t r ul y happy. " �
 �
The Lor d r epl i ed,  " You want  t wo l anes or  f our  on t hat  br i dge?" �

We are planning to return to 
GULFPORT once again 

sometime in the late fall. 

If you or someone you 

know outside our church 

would like to go,  please 

contact David Sides 

at  

704-585-2503 

Can you believe it is 
that time again??? 

The Women of the 
Church are planning 
the Graduate’s Break-
fast. 

We need the name of 
all New Ster ling mem-
bers who are graduat-
ing from high school 
or  college this year . 

Please give your  name 
to Judy Watson at 
704-871-1030 or  Kim 
Brady at 704-872-5370 
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Bailey Hartness’  cheerleading troop won 2nd place at the National Competition in 
Myrtle each on April 8th…Dylan Deal and Kelly Johnson just finished their soft-
ball season through the rec department, until summer ball begins.  Kelly  was the 
pitcher for the team and Dylan played outfield and third base.   They finished with 
8 wins and 2 losses…Garrett Deal and Cody Hairyes are warming up as pitchers 
for their baseball team.  This will be their first year of pitching!...If you dare, ask 
any one of the ladies who attended the beach retreat about the Tutie Tot!...  Scott, 
Jessica, Addie and Paisley Graham and Br ian and Taryn Setzer  had a picnic at 
Dan Nichols park on April 14.  Paisley was not very fond of the carousel ride.  It 
was very crowded on the playground and Addie was very good about telling the 
kids to “ wait their turn” . ..Crystal Coffey is back home in Statesville.   She is liv-
ing with Mom and Dad while she looks for a new house.  Hubby is still in Ohio 
finishing up work and selling their house there.   She is glad to be back in good old 
North Carolina!!.....There are some special little ones that cannot pronounce the 
word Uncle, so some of us learned recently that Tony Harper  is lovingly referred 
to as “Honkie Tony” !  Has a ring to it doesn’ t it????….Ken and Jeanette Hauck 
are some unique characters!  Ken seems to think that he can exercise in his sleep 
to work on those calories.  He has been known to run, while sleeping, several 
times.  Also, one night, he “ blew his arm off” !  We are not quite sure what was 
going on in that dream!  Also, Jeanette has been known to give herself a bloody 
nose!  Yea, I think those folks from up North do things a little differently than us 
country folk! 
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It has been fun writing the Here and There for the past several years,  but it is time for me to ask that someone else 
take over that can do a better job of “covering the news”.  If you are interested, please let me know.   Scotti 
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Top row from left: Valerie Baggett, Judy Watson, Judy Stewart, Sue Radley,  Peggy Gray, 
Delinda Mauney, Cindi Bowman, Cindy McNeely, Nicki Campbell, Erin Hudgins  Third 
Row from left:  Pat Price, Kitzi Emery, Marilyn Teague,  Cora Poovy, Erica Harper, Linda 
Harper, Kelly Pugh, Lori Compton, Betty Godfrey, Amanda Gray  Second row from Left:  
Betty Sides, Julie Winters, Aarene Reese, Sherry Clarke, Susan Pugh, Marcia Winters, 
Jane Fulbright   Front row from left:  Erin Elizabeth Waugh, Shelby Hodges, Taryn Setzer, 
Michelle Hairyes, Sarah Owen, Jannette Hauck, Missy Withers 
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When I was in my younger days, 

I weighed a few pounds less, 

I needn’t hold my tummy in 

To wear a belted dress. 

 

But now that I am older, 

I’ve set my body free; 

Here’s comfort of elastic   

Where once my waist would be. 

Inventor of those high-heeled shoes 

My feet have not forgiven’ 

 Have to wear a nine now, 

But used to wear a seven. 

 

And how about those pantyhose— 

They’re sized by my weight, you see, 

So how come when I put them on 

The crotch is at my knee? 

I need to wear these glasses 

As the print’s been getting smaller; 

And it wasn’t very long ago 

I know that I was taller. 

 

Though my hair has turned to gray 

And my skin no longer fits, 

On the inside, I’m the same old me. 

The outside’s changed a bit. 

In Memory Of Frank 
Henritze Brady      
       May 25, 1920        April 24, 2006 
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 God is sitting in Heaven when a scientist says to Him, 

  "Lord,   we  don't need you anymore. Science has finally figured out a way to  create life out of 
nothing. In other words, we can now do what you did in the beginning'." 

 

       "Oh, is that so? Tell Me..." replies God. 

  

       "Well," says the scientist, "we can take dirt and form it  into likeness of You and 
breathe life into it, thus creating man." 

  

       "Well, that's interesting ... show Me." 

  

        So the scientist bends down to the earth and starts to mold  the soil. 

  

        "No, no, no..." interrupts God, "Get your own dirt." 
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Sarah Watts 

Campus Box 15881  

Lee Hall 

Raleigh, NC  27607 

wildfish@statesville.net 

(NC State University) 

 

Clifton Mauney 

865  Shew Ridge Mission Road   

Wilkesboro, NC  28697 

(Wilkes Community College) 

 

Erin Waugh 

WCU 

245 Memorial Drive 

Suite 6770 

Cullowhee, NC   28720 

EW41352@wcu.edu  

(Western Carolina University) 

Kelly Pugh 

9238 Campus Edge Circle 

Charlotte, NC   28262 

kmpugh@uncc.edu   

(University of North Carolina -Charlotte) 

 

Erica Harper 

9238 Campus Edge Circle 

Charlotte, NC   28262 

elharper@uncc.edu 

(University of North Carolina—Charlotte) 

 

Andrea Clark 

CPO 679 Erskine College 

PO Box 1001 

Due West, SC  29639 

(Erskine College) 

Nolan Winters 

LRC Box 7951 

Hickory, NC   28603 

(Lenoir Rhyne College) 

Jesse Keller 

Box 04053 

Alexander Hall 

Raleigh, NC   27607 

(NC State University) 

Preston Tolbert 

prestontolbert@yahoo.com 

(Western Carolina University) 

Norma and Johnsie Jenkins 

1753 Midway Road 

Stony Point, NC   28678 

704-585-6960 

 

Leroy Johnson 

Autum Care 

2001 Van Haven Drive 

Statesville, NC   28625 

704-878-2321 

 

Mary Lippard 

Autumn Care 

2001 Van Haven Drive 

Statesville, NC  28625 

704-873-7386 

Pauline Pope 

Autumn Care 

2001 Vanhaven Drive 

Statesville, NC   28625 

 

Mary Deal 

c/o Glenda Tomlin 

1667 Old Mocksville Road 

Statesville, NC   28625 

704-873-8828 

 

Edith Reese 

PO Box 346 

Buford, GA  30515 

If we have missed anyone or you would like to have your name listed here, please contact 

Delinda Mauney at 704-880-0527 or Taryn Setzer at 459-2637 
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